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1. Introduction  

The European Union, through the European Commission, has established a number of funding 

platforms. These include Horizon 2020 (and its successor FP9),Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions, and 

the European Research Council. The EU receives contributions from EU member states and associates, 

and then awards research funding on a competitive basis. 

UK institutions, particularly universities, have a strong R&D infrastructure and an excellent success 

rate when applying for EU funds. Thus the UK has built a track record of sustained success from the 

EU over a long period of time. This results in the UK receiving more money from EU research funding 

programmes than it provides.  

For example, a Royal Society analysis suggested that across 2007-2013, the UK’s contribution was 

approximately €5.4 billion (euros). During this time period, the UK received €8.8 billion, a net receipt 

of €3.4 billion[1]. 

Data provided directly from the UK Research Office (UKRO) states that the UK is the most successful 

recipient of European Research Council Awards, with 20% of all awards coming to a UK institution 

(1366 awards, with Germany the next highest recipient with 917 successful applications). By 

application success rate, UK (14%) is only behind Netherlands and France (15%) 

2. Relation to COVID-19 

The Research Investments in Global Health study (hosted at University of Southampton) has analysed 

financing of infectious disease research awarded to UK institutions across 1997-2013[2] (i.e. before the 

start of the Horizon 2020 program). When considering by funder, £677m had been won with the UK 

institution as the lead partner. 

The EU was the third largest funder in this analysis of infectious disease studies, only behind the 

Wellcome Trust and UK Medical Research Council.  

3. Future relationship 

Thus, the UK is both a net benefactor of EU funding, and has a strong success rate in the competitive 

applications process across different EU funding streams. Without some access to FP9 and other 

funding streams, it is unclear how competitive UK research can be without injections of funding larger 

than those currently paid into EU R&D budgets.  

The government should push for full membership of EU R&D funding programs, or failing that, 

associate membership. Without access we are extremely concerned that the UK R&D market will not 

remain competitive.  

 

 

 

1. https://royalsociety.org/-/media/policy/projects/eu-uk-funding/uk-membership-of-eu.pdf 
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